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Mama Linda Goss (00:07): My soul is singing. Well, oh, well, well. It's storytelling time. Gather around 
my people. Well, well. Gather around my people. Well, well. Gather around my people. Well, well, well, 
well, well. 

Mama Linda Goss (00:39): It's storytelling time. Well, well. It's storytelling time. Well, well. It's 
storytelling time. Well, well, well, well, well, and indeed it is storytelling time, so friends gather around 
and listen to the stories. 

Mama Linda Goss (01:00): The Ant and the Grasshopper. (Singing) La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. 
La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. Once upon a time, when it was the end of springtime 
and the beginning of summertime, Ant and Grasshopper loved hanging out together. Oh, they love 
running and ripping singing and skipping Grasshopper would fly all around and circles and circles in the 
air. And Ant danced around and circles with dandelions in the grasses. However, Ant would take a time 
out from playing and work in her garden, but Grasshopper kept dancing. While Ant worked 
Grasshopper, she asked him, do you want a tomato from my garden? 

Mama Linda Goss (01:58): Okay. Thanks. My dear friend, Ant. Grasshopper, do you have a go garden? A 
garden, said Grasshopper? Why on earth do I need a garden? So you will be prepared, said Ant. I can 
show you how to plant one. I can show you how to take care of it, water it, weed it. I can even make 
sure the worms and rabbits don't eat too much of it. The sun will help you too. And I can show you how 
to harvest it. Harvest, shouted Grasshopper. Yes, you have to pick them, clean them, dry them, cook 
them. Can some and store some. Hey, Hey, Hey, stop a minute. Wait, wait. That's too much work said, 
Grasshopper. Well, I have some canning to do so. I may not see you tomorrow. What, what is canning as 
Grasshopper? Well, that is when I put some of the fruits and vegetables. 

Mama Linda Goss (02:50): I have grown and I put them in a jar with an airtight lid on it. I am preserving 
them so they can last me all during the winter. I can show you how to can some food. Grasshopper. Oh, 
no said Grasshopper. Do you see all this food lying around here? I have leaves. Flowers, stems, seeds, 
grasses, mushrooms, weeds, corn. All at my disposal. Corn said aunt corn is one of the crops so I can. Let 
me show you. And Ant took Grasshopper down to the basement, into her tiny little cottage. Down there 
was she with rows of jars of canned goods. Look Grasshopper. I have tomatoes, peaches, apples, plums, 
blueberries, strawberries, pickles, olives cha chow, corn. And my favorite Blackberry jelly. Do you wanna 
taste Grasshopper? Oh yes. Thank you. Grasshopper tasted it. Mm. This tastes so fresh. It tastes so 
good. See, I told you, let me show you how to do some canning. Grasshopper for what? What for, said 
Grasshopper. So you will be ready when winter comes, said Ant. Winter is a long way off, my dear friend 
Ant. Summer just got here. Grasshopper flew back outside, laughing and dancing. 

Mama Linda Goss (04:22): (Singing) La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. 

Mama Linda Goss (04:28): The next day and the next day. And the next day after that, the aunt didn't 
have time to play with Grasshopper. Summer came and went away and the leaves began and to fall. 
Aunt was coming out less and less. And when she did come out, she gathered nuts and seeds. Where 
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have you been Ant, asked Grasshopper. I am preparing. Getting ready for winter. You better get ready 
too said aunt, come on my friend. I got plenty of time. Winter ain't here yet. You keep on talking about 
getting ready, getting ready for what? My dear friend Grasshopper. You need to be ready. Ready for the 
first frost. Ready for the first snow. Ready for the cold wind and ready for the icy rain. Get ready. Grass 
hopper get ready. So you can play when springtime comes back, but Grasshopper wouldn't listen. And 
before you knew it, swish, swish, winter came. The winds blew and the Grasshopper said, oh, you, you 
Grasshopper was very cold. 

Mama Linda Goss (05:46): I should have listened to my dear friend Ant. Grasshopper went and knocked 
on aunt's door. But just as Ant opened the door and as Grasshopper said, I'm gonna it catch a bad cold 
out here, Ant. Ant shouted, watch out, watch out before toad catches you! Sure enough, toad stuck out 
his tongue to catch Grasshopper, but Grasshopper quickly flew away. You ever heard of the expression? 
You can't see the forest for the trees. Well, Ant looked out her window and saw the forest through the 
trees. As toad tried to catch Grasshopper, a snake tried to catch toad up in a tree and owl flew down and 
tried to catch the snake. A Fox leak from its hole and tried to catch the owl, a coyote sprung from its den 
after the Fox; a lone Wolf chased after the coyote and a grizzly bear ran after the Wolf. A grizzly bear 
would eat just about anything, Ant said to yourself, including little old me, eventually the grizzly bear 
found a cave and crawl into the cave and hibernated for the rest of the winter. As for Ant, she was safe 
inside her home, for she had prepared for the harsh realities of nature. 

Mama Linda Goss (07:13): (Singing) La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. La. 
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